
Instructions and Items 

Preliminary Items 

Over the past X months, have the police picked you up and accused you of something? 

 (1) Yes 

 (5) No 

 If "No" is selected, subject moves to item X 

 If "Yes" is selected, subject receives the following item: 

How many times have the police picked you up over the past X months? 

 Values range from 1-200 

Over the past X months, have you had a court appearance related to anything illegal that you were 

accused of doing or a court appearance where you were up for review of your placement? 

 (1) Yes 

 (5) No 

 If "No" is selected, subject moves to item s#pj02rr.   

 If "Yes" is selected, subject receives the following item: 

How many times have you been to court over the past X months? 

 Values range from 1-200 

Procedural Justice- Police Total 

 During your last contact with the police when you were accused of a crime, how much of your 

story did the police let you tell? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

 (1) All of it 

 (2) Most of it 

 (3) Some of it 

 (4) None of it   

Of the people you know who have had a contact with the police (in terms of crime accusation), how 

much of their story did the police let them tell? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

 (1) All of it 



(2) Most of it 

 (3) Some of it 

 (4) None of it  

The police treat me the same way they treat most people my age. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Over the last couple of years, the police have been treating me the same way they always treated me in 

the past. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

(4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree  

During my last encounter with the police, they treated me in the way that I expected they would treat 

me. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

During my last encounter with the police, they treated me in the way that I thought I should be treated. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 



 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Even after the police make a decision about arresting me, there is nothing I can do to appeal it. [Reverse 

coded] 

(1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Even after the police make a decision about arresting me, someone in higher authority can listen to my 

case, and even in some cases, change the decision. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

(2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

(4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

 

Police considered the evidence/viewpoints in this incident fairly. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police overlooked evidence/viewpoints in this incident. [Reverse coded]  

(1) Strongly disagree 



 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police were honest in the way they handled their case.  

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police used evidence that was fair and neutral. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police made up their mind prior to receiving any information about the case. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police treat males and females differently. [Reverse coded]  

(1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 



 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police treat people differently depending how old they are. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

(2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police treat people differently depending on their race/ethnic group. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police treat people differently depending on the neighborhoods they are from. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Think back to the last time the police accused you of doing something wrong.  Did the police treat you 

with respect and dignity or did they disrespect you? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale by 

making 1=1, 2=3, 3=5 and then reverse coding] 

 (1) Respect/Dignity 

 (2) Neutral Treatment 



(3) Disrespect 

Think back to the last time the police accused you of doing something wrong.  Did the police show 

concern for your rights? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale by making 1=1, 2=2, 3=4, 4=5 

and then reverse coding] 

 (1) Showed a lot of concern 

 (2) Showed some concern 

(3) Showed little concern 

 (4) Showed no concern 

 

Procedural Justice – Police Direct Experience 

During your last contact with the police when you were accused of a crime, how much of your story did 

the police let you tell? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

 (1) All of it 

 (2) Most of it 

 (3) Some of it 

 (4) None of it  

The police treat me the same way they treat most people my age. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Over the last couple of years, the police have been treating me the same way they always treated me in 

the past. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

(2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 



 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

During my last encounter with the police, they treated me in the way that I expected they would treat 

me. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

During my last encounter with the police, they treated me in the way that I thought I should be treated. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Even after the police make a decision about arresting me, there is nothing I can do to appeal it. [Reverse 

coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Even after the police make a decision about arresting me, someone in higher authority can listen to my 

case, and even in some cases, change the decision. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 



 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police considered the evidence/viewpoints in this incident fairly. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police overlooked evidence/viewpoints in this incident. [Reverse coded]  

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police were honest in the way they handled their case.  

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police used evidence that was fair and neutral. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

(2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 



 (5) Strongly agree 

Police made up their mind prior to receiving any information about the case. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Think back to the last time the police accused you of doing something wrong.  Did the police treat you 

with respect and dignity or did they disrespect you? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

 (1) Respect/Dignity 

 (2) Neutral Treatment 

 (3) Disrespect 

Think back to the last time the police accused you of doing something wrong.  Did the police show 

concern for your rights? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

 (1) Showed a lot of concern 

(2) Showed some concern 

 (3) Showed little concern 

 (4) Showed no concern 

Procedural Justice – Police Others Experience 

Of the people you know who have had a contact with the police (in terms of crime accusation), how 

much of their story did the police let them tell? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

(1) All of it 

 (2) Most of it 

 (3) Some of it 

 (4) None of it  

Police treat males and females differently. [Reverse coded]  

 (1) Strongly disagree 



 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police treat people differently depending how old they are. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police treat people differently depending on their race/ethnic group. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Police treat people differently depending on the neighborhoods they are from. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Procedural Justice- Judge Total 

During your last contact with the court system when you were accused of a crime, how much did the 

judge let you tell your side of the story? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

 (1) All of it 



2) Most of it 

 (3) Some of it 

 (4) None of it 

Of the people you know who have had contact with the courts (in terms of crime accusation), how much 

did the judge let them tell their side of the story? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

 (1) All of it 

 (2) Most of it 

 (3) Some of it 

 (4) None of it 

During my last encounter with the court, the judge treated me the same way s/he treated most people 

my age.  

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Over the last couple of years, judges have been treating me the same way they have always treated me 

in the past. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

During my last encounter with the judge, s/he treated me the way that I expected s/he would treat me. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 



 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

During my last encounter with the judge, s/he treated me in the way that I thought I should be treated.  

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

(3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Even after the judge makes a decision about sentencing me, there is nothing I can do to appeal it. 

[Reverse coded]  

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Even after the judge makes a decision about sentencing me, someone in higher authority can listen to 

my case, and even in some cases, change the decision. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

The court considered the evidence/viewpoints in this incident fairly.  

(1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 



 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

The court overlooked important evidence/viewpoints in this incident. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

The court was honest in the way they handled their case. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

The court used evidence that was fair and neutral. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

The judge made up his/her mind prior to receiving any information about the case. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 



 (5) Strongly agree 

Judges treat males and females differently. [Reverse coded]   

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Judges treat people differently depending on how old they are.  [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Judges treat people differently depending on their race/ethnic group.  [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Judges treat people differently depending on the neighborhoods they are from. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 



Think back to the last time you were before a judge because of something you were accused of doing.  

Did the judge treat you with respect and dignity or did he/she disrespect you? [Reverse coded] 

[Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

 (1) Respect/Dignity 

 (2) Neutral Treatment 

 (3) Disrespect 

Think back to the last time you were before a judge because of something you were accused of doing.  

Did the judge show concern for your rights? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

 (1) Showed a lot of concern 

 (2) Showed some concern 

 (3) Showed little concern 

 (4) Showed no concern 

Procedural Justice – Judge Direct Experience 

During your last contact with the court system when you were accused of a crime, how much did the 

judge let you tell your side of the story? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

 (1) All of it 

 (2) Most of it 

 (3) Some of it 

 (4) None of it 

During my last encounter with the court, the judge treated me the same way s/he treated most people 

my age.  

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

(3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Over the last couple of years, judges have been treating me the same way they have always treated me 

in the past. 



 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

During my last encounter with the judge, s/he treated me the way that I expected s/he would treat me. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

During my last encounter with the judge, s/he treated me in the way that I thought I should be treated.  

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Even after the judge makes a decision about sentencing me, there is nothing I can do to appeal it. 

[Reverse coded]  

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Even after the judge makes a decision about sentencing me, someone in higher authority can listen to 

my case, and even in some cases, change the decision. 



 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

(3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

The court considered the evidence/viewpoints in this incident fairly.  

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

(3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

The court overlooked important evidence/viewpoints in this incident. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

(3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

The court was honest in the way they handled their case. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

The court used evidence that was fair and neutral. 

 (1) Strongly disagree 



 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

The judge made up his/her mind prior to receiving any information about the case. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Think back to the last time you were before a judge because of something you were accused of doing.  

Did the judge treat you with respect and dignity or did he/she disrespect you? [Reverse coded] 

[Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

 (1) Respect/Dignity 

 (2) Neutral Treatment 

 (3) Disrespect 

Think back to the last time you were before a judge because of something you were accused of doing.  

Did the judge show concern for your rights? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

 (1) Showed a lot of concern 

 (2) Showed some concern 

 (3) Showed little concern 

(4) Showed no concern 

Procedural Justice – Judge Others Experience 

Of the people you know who have had contact with the courts (in terms of crime accusation), how much 

did the judge let them tell their side of the story? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

(1) All of it 

 (2) Most of it 



 (3) Some of it 

 (4) None of it 

Judges treat males and females differently. [Reverse coded]   

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree  

Judges treat people differently depending on how old they are.  [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Judges treat people differently depending on their race/ethnic group.  [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 

 (5) Strongly agree 

Judges treat people differently depending on the neighborhoods they are from. [Reverse coded] 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

 (3) Neither agree nor disagree 

 (4) Agree 



 (5) Strongly agree 

Think back to the last time you were before a judge because of something you were accused of doing.  

Did the judge treat you with respect and dignity or did he/she disrespect you? [Reverse coded] 

[Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

 (1) Respect/Dignity 

 (2) Neutral Treatment 

 (3) Disrespect 

Think back to the last time you were before a judge because of something you were accused of doing.  

Did the judge show concern for your rights? [Reverse coded] [Converted to 5 pt. Likert scale] 

(1) Showed a lot of concern 

 (2) Showed some concern 

 (3) Showed little concern 

 (4) Showed no concern 

Procedural Justice- Legitimacy 

(1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Somewhat disagree 

 (3) Somewhat agree 

(4) Strongly agree 

I have a great deal of respect for the police. 

 Overall, the police are honest. 

 I feel proud of the police.  

 I feel people should support the police. 

 The police should be allowed to hold a person suspected of a serious crime until they get 

enough evidence to charge them.  

 The police should be allowed to stop people on the street and require them to identify 

themselves. 

 The courts generally guarantee everyone a fair hearing (trial). 



 The basic rights of citizens are protected in the courts. 

 Many people convicted of crimes in the courts are actually innocent. [Reverse coded] 

 Overall, judges in the courts here are honest. 

 Court decisions here are almost always fair. 

Procedural Justice- Legal Cynicism 

 (1) Strongly disagree 

 (2) Somewhat disagree 

(3) Somewhat agree 

 (4) Strongly agree 

 Laws are meant to be broken. 

 It is okay to do anything you want. 

 There are no right or wrong ways to make money. 

 If I have a fight with someone, it is no one else's business. 

 A person has to live without thinking about the future. 
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